
“EDDY”, a much adored 10 month 
old Tabby was rushed to McMaster 
& Heap vets on a Sunday, after 
alerting his owners that something 
was up when he hopped on their 
bed early one morning and started 
moaning loudly. One of the owners 
had worked as a nurse for us, so she 
didn’t waste time in getting Eddy 
seen. Steve Heap was called in when 
it was clear there was a severe injury 
to Eddy’s right eye.

When Steve saw Eddy, he identified 
a ruptured right eye with a large 
piece of lens protruding through 
the cornea. This would have been 
excruciatingly painful. A penetrating 
eye injury was suspected but the 
cause was not initially apparent. He 
was immediately anaesthetised, 
placed on intravenous fluids and 
given pain medications. Steve 
became suspicious of a slug pellet 
injury due to the unusual corneal 
injury and the fact the lens had 
totally exploded! Steve hadn’t seen 
anything like this in 30 years of 
Ophthalmology practice.

The lens material was removed by 
a machine that performs cataract 
surgery - A Phacoemulsification 
Machine. The eye was irrigated and 
the corneal wound sutured carefully. 
Then the eye was reinflated. X-rays 
performed identified the slug pellet 
and Steve realised he’d been shot 
through the eye. The bullet was 
lodged in a downward angle, and it 
blew out the animal’s lens, meaning 
Eddy would have been looking 
directly at the offender at close 
range.

Suffice to say Eddy is recuperating 
excellently being cared for round the 
clock by his dedicated owners. Steve 
thinks the surgical eye is comfortable 
and Eddy is back to his crazed, manic 
antics. He won’t see in the eye but 
we are hoping he gets to keep his 
eye. Once his eye is stable and he’s 
recovered , a second surgery would 
be advised to remove the slug pellet 
that sits very close to his cervical 
spine.
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