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Dr Steve works his magic again…
“CoCo” is a three year old speyed bunny
- a very loved and adored pet who
recently underwent Bilateral Cataract
Surgery. This surgery was a first for
Steve who did his research prior to the
operation. He has operated many times
on dogs, cats and even a hawk but not
a rabbit.

head end of the patient is impossible.
Expertise and experience with rabbit
anaesthetics is essential when your
surgery may last one to two hours. Often
they require you to ventilate for them,
they must be kept warm, hydrated and
constant recordings of blood pressure
need to be recorded.
Straight away Coco was placed on
intravenous fluids, had blood taken
(no kidney or liver compromise was
seen) and was allowed to snack
on veggies and hay before her GA.
Prior to her anaesthetic she was
supplemented with oxygen to
increase oxygen concentration in

Coco was having real difficulty finding
her food bowls and manoeuvring
around outside. She had always
loved charging around outside with
the other rabbits. Her cataracts had
developed fast in approximately
two months, the right eye more
mature than the left eye. Cataracts in
rabbits can be congenital, traumatic,
metabolic as in diabetes, inflammatory
secondary to uveitis or infectious, as in
the case of E Cuniculi. Coco was being
treated for E Cuniculi, which is a parasite
ingested and eliminated in the urine.
This parasite causes inflammation in the
lens and a capsular cataract can develop,
leading to uveitis and sometimes
glaucoma. It is painful and the rabbits
will often scratch at the eye.
Coco was referred to Steve and her
primary vet and nurse came over to
monitor Coco’s anaesthetic. Rabbits
on the whole are difficult patients to
monitor under anaesthetic due to
their size and eye surgeries are difficult
anyway because monitoring the

the blood. Once anaesthetised she was
hooked up to a blood pressure monitor
and pulsoximeter (measuring her oxygen
saturation in the blood) and positioned
for cataract surgery.
The surgery went really well with Steve
removing the crystalline lenses in both
eyes. A Cataract is a lens opacity and is
due to the loss of architecture of the lens
or capsule fibres. To us the lens appears
cloudy (the lens is in the middle of the
eye). The cataract is then sucked out with
a phacoemulsification machine. This
machine vibrates, cuts and vacuums the
cataract out. If all goes well, the visual
axis is clear and vision is restored.
So far so good. Steve has frequently
checked her eyes and Coco can
visually see well out both her eyes, her
intraocular pressures are good, she is
comfortable and happier now her ocular
world has opened up again.
I think its brilliant Coco’s owner gave her
a chance at restored sight. The other
option would have been removing the
eyes, as the uveitis and glaucoma could
have been too painful for her to live with.
For any questions on cataract
surgeries please contact Steve
directly at McMaster & Heap Vet
Practice. He has just invested in a
new phacoemulsification machine so
hopefully will get to test drive it soon.
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